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A OST USEFUL PIECE OF aPPARATUS 
' By 
- Percy G, Feeny, VK2AKX - 


One of the most useful articles around the Ham Shack is a set 
of absorption vavemeters, ‘ith this meter one can:e- 


1. Check the frequener of an oscillatins circuit with an 
accuracy of one percent. 

2. The presence of harmonics, 

5, The frequency of parasitic oscillations, 

4, The neutralisation of an RF Amplifier. 

5. The presence of RF in unwanted places,..-such as power wiring. 


When co-operating with VK2HP in the builcing of the 2CN notwork 
transmitter for Randwick, the writer had the idea to build a set of 
wavemeters, This article deseribes.the job which eventuated from 
that icea ane which is offered as a sug gestion to fellow Hams to 
builded for thems elves 


CONS STRUCTEO!, «The case is made from 3/16" masonite or: wooc, and - 

measures 54" x 54".x 4" deep, If masonite,is used 
three-cornered strips of wood aro: glued inside the case to hold the 
sices together as nails cannot be used, A brass strip handle is 
bolted to the left hand side, so that:the meter mav be heid in 
position and the dial twiddled with the right hand, 


A 500 mnfd’ AVA condens s6r was‘ taken apart and half the plates 
removed, This doubles the spacing and makes the total capacity 
125 mmfd, Do not forget to. measure the iength cf the condenser 
with tho plates opch and then make the INSIDE measurements of the 
case to suit. A.rectangular brass bicck was shaped on one side to 
a 2 inch radius to suit the periphery of the 4 inch dial, The block 
was Grilled and tapped from the back, not breaking through, and after 
filing a slot for reading tho cial, was bolted to the front panel, 


The condenser and dial on tho front and an Amphenol four pin 
socket, deprived of its mounting plate and glucd in a hole drilled 
in the top of the case next to a flashlight bulb holder are all tho 
parts required, 


= 22 ao 


The coils are wound on 4 pin valve basces 
which have been fitted with a covor and fine 


PO 


| 
= le or grip. 
| It was thought that the prosence of a 
ae AP Closed loop, as tho brass ring really is, in 
2 


[the ficld of tho coil would bo cotrimonts:. 
to its operation, but that has boon found +o 


| ss Ee ee j be not the case, 
= Tho metor "“gria* coil is wirod to tho fila- 


mont pins and the f] Lashlight coil to tho G 
and P pins, this nalng the winding much less 
troubiesome, 
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Coils wore wound for six bands which may 
scom optimistic but at lcast I hope that ‘thev 
Si11 all bo used, The flashlight was wirsd. 
in a Saeeske circuit as by doing this the resonanco point is moro 
sharply cefined. The coils tune the Ham bands at about half secaio 
but tho turns may have to ba variod slishtiy to suit different 
condensors,. 

The meter may bo 
calibrated by es 
using tho "click" ————— SS 
methced with a roe ‘|: 
generative roc- 
eiver or the user 
may do so by check- 
ing against a multi- 
stazo transmittor 
in which case tho 
numder of calibr- 
ation. points aro 
onl: limited by 
the number of crv- 
stals- the ownor ° 
(or his eo) 
POSSCSSe ———— Been 

A masonite caso 18" long; 6" hich and 6" doep wag. mado with a 
hinged front pancl and a.carrying handlo on the. top. A small. sube 
panel 55" x 43" was drilled with six holes tes diamstor spaced . 
so that Ps six coils could bo dropped into thom This sholf was 
mounted one inch ee the floor of the case at one ond ar holds 
the coils in a tidy manner and where they can always bo found at 
the required time, 

“no moter caso is slippod into tho caso betwoon two strips of 
wood which hole it firmly whon it is carricd bodily, as it surociy 
will be whon your fricnds want to borrow its.,Iivo Joanod mino to 

ZC already! 


This may seom to be a lot of troublo to go to for a lowly 
absorption wavemoter, but any Ham who builds ono will got a lot of 
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satisfaction from this set, which is complete, Coes a good job 
and costs practically nothin: to siheuetehe he: altogether a ilost 
Useful Piece of Apvaratus. 


COIL DATA 
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Wire size. Turns. Lint: 
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The. powdered iron Cores used for. REF incuctances are so- brittle 
that ther are iiable to-cracic or break, eithor when being wound 
or during the final heat treavment, oben replacement is: costly, ° 


According to the invention, the cores ars strengthenec br inolude 
ing roinforcing strips of non-mecnetic material in the course of 
manufacture, Pop instance, the core for a toroidal winding is. 
movidedt in two "split" halives, each circular in plan and semicire 
cular in cross section, A.rins : shaped strip of whalebone fibre, 

20 to 40 mils thick, is cemonte’ to the flat face of each half, "and 
the tvo halves are then cemented tosether, strip to strip. to Porm 
the complete reinforced core, This is baked hard to ar~ ovt ths 
comont, before being tapod and varnished, 


From"Jireless World. 


Unlacquered brass ean be civen a beautiful crey finish in the 
followin;; manner, ifix 102, of tartar-cmetic vith just cnough 
muriatic acid to Cissolve its; add water equal to ono. thire of 
the mixture. Wow apply the solution to the brass an@ the colour 
will soon change to a pleasing gre, 


"SreakeIn," 
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oes Way reconstruction mar bo civided into two classos:e- 
(1) purely Instituto matters and (2) Rogulations bv which Amatour 
Radio is banene ted br tho Ria? io inspoctor, 16 in this pega 


aspect which has first roceived our attontions «ne wes: tio sus} 
of much Ciscussion at the Jul; Gonoral Mooting as a result of 


suggestions from FH. Gonorally, tho opinion of this largoly 
attonéod mooting was that with 2 few modifications the rogculations 
ag thoy cxistocd bofcre the war would bo satisfactor;, Both classos 
howovor, aro matters upon which wo aro anxious ¢o hevo the oritions 
of as many Hams as possiblo, particularly country Heoms, a thoso 
in the services who are unablo to attond mooctings ba expross thoir 
opinions. 
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TRO=RAL HEADQUARTERS...In accordanco with the decision of the last 

Fodoral Convention, which was hold in Molbe 
ourne at Kastor 1939, Foderal Hoadquartors was locatod in this 
Division until in August 1941, tho offor of tho Now South Walos 
Division to reliove us of. this rosponsibility was accoptod and tho 
affairs of Fodoral Hcadauertors passed into thoir capablo hands, 
Tho determination of tho lcecation of FH} is normally ono of tho 
dutics of a Fodoral Convontion, but as Now South Walos and Victoria 
wore the only Divisions whoro Institute activitics wore sustainod 
at this lean poriod in our historz7, it was thus impossiblo to 
arrango a convention and tho location of FIR was dcecidad by mutual 
consent betwoon these two Divisions Tho chiof benofit to us of 
the transfor of FR to Now South Walos was that. wo woro able to 
conecntrate upon producing tho magazino,.,.a job which alono, 
soveoroly taxcd our rosourcos at that time. 


However, with tho.chango of tho world situation and tho 
approach of poaco, it was doomed advisablo that FH) bo locatcd 
whore closo contact with tho Chicf Radio Inspoctors Offico could 
bo maintainod, so onco again this Division is boaring the rospone 
sibilitics of Fodoral Hoadquartors, Tho various offices wore 
filled bir nominations of tho following Coupee seers Fodoral 
Prosident..eMr. Re J. Marriott VK3SI, Socrotary Mr. A. H. Clyno 
VKSVX, Treasurer Mr. re D,. Hogan VE3EX Councilors Mossrs. OC, Ce 
Quin VSN and A. R, Williams VKS3WE, Tn ordor to dovote their 
enorgics to thoir tasks all havo rofrainsd from nominating for 
reoecloction to tho Victorian Council. 


LABORATORY AND LIBRARS... Following its recommendations that tho 
< obsolcoto laboratory oquipmont (i.c. GR 
ae Bridgo, GR Precision Condonsor, GR 1000 cerrclo Tuning 
Pork Oscillator, Tinsley Portablo Whoatstone Bridgo) bo sold and 
tho procoads uscd for tho purchase of modern laboratory cquipmont 
whon it bocamo availablo, tho Laboratory Committoo sot about dis- 
posing of this apparatus, and tho motor gonecrator sot. Firstly a 
circular was sont to Tho Univorsity, The Molbourno Tochnical 
College, Tho PMG Laboratory and the CSIR and this cvontually 
rosultod in tho salo of tho Tuning Fork Oscillator to tho Univorsitr, 
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time for rostoration of licences arrived the organisation necessary 
to accomplish this and to organiso other post war activitics would 
be already in existanco, When wo compare the prosent increasing 
membership with the bare 100 mombors of a few yoars ago, wo foel 
that our policy of keeping things going in spite of tho discouraging 
position has boen vindicated, 


A suggostion by VK3ML that members be issued with a membership 
card has been adopted by Council at its last mecting and those will 
be distributod as soon as thoy come to hand from the printer, Meme 
vers should make it a habit to carry this card with thom wherocver 
thoy may go, as it will identify thom as members when purchasing 
equipment or borrowing books or instruments from tho library, and 
ma;y7 also load to bringing now mombers ih when ‘displayed in front 
of frionds, 


MACAZINE...Wo are now printing 575 copies oach month, somo of which 
aro usod by tho Membership Secretaries to assist the 

mombership drivc, and tho circulation apart from this is about 500. | 
To print all thoso copios it is necossary for mombors of the Magazino 
Committce to devote two Saturday aftornoons cach month to this task, 
woich is dono at tho home of Mr. J, G, Marsland VK3NY, Tho Institute 
is indebted to tho Magazine Committoo for thoir continued attention 
to thoir task; and to Mrs. Marsland for permitting this invasion of 
hor homo. ~ 


We had hoped before this that the change over to the printed 
Magazine would havo beon mado,. but various difficulties and dolays 
occurred to prevent it. Not tho least of these is that of securing 
eneugh advertising to onable tho printed magazino to be produced 
without incurring a loss, We are endcavouring to secure tho services 
of an advertising agont, and oxpoct to have this difficulty overcome 
in timo for the Octobor issuo. Noodloess to sayy, wo of the Magazine 
Committeo will havo no.pangs.of regret abort being doprived of our 
task of fecding tho duplicator. Tho new magazino will require much 
matter for publication than is possible with tho duplicated magazino, 
and it is here that mombers can reridor valuable assistance, Intore - 
stato Hams aro ploase askod to note this:---tho magazino is tho 
Ozficial Organ of tho Wireless Instituto of AUSTRALIA, not Victoria 
or Now South Wales or any other Division, and in ordor that it livo 
up to this statement, it should includo articles and other contri- 
butions from all Statos, : 


POST WAR AvMATHUR RADIO...This subjoct has beon claiming moro an¢ 

more of our attention, and in order to 
fully explore all its aspects, a Committee consisting of Mossrs, 
Marriott, Clyno and Ridgway was. appointed carly this yoar., Beforo 
they really had time to got undor waz, Mossrs,. Marriott and Clyne 
were appointed to Fodeoral Exocutive, and tho Committoo as a purely 
Victorian body ceased to exist, Doubtless this Committees will be 
reformed with new members by the incoming Council. 
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WIRELESS INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA 
~- Victorian Division -. 


PRESIDENT! s report for the ear ended 30th June, 1945, presented 
at eae 35th Annual General Meeting of the Victorian Division. - 


. 


For the fifth successive year it is my pleasant duty to reviscw 
at this, the 35th Annual General Meeting, the activitics of this 
Division of the Wireless Institute of Australia during the pest 
twelve months : 


Finance heads the list of matters for review and as full details 
are shown in the Balance Shect, and Income and Expenditure Accounts, 
a copy of which will be posted to every member, I will deal brisrly 
with only the most outstanding items. The years operations resulted 
in anothor loss, which, after providing £27.5.0 for depreciation, 
amounted to £59,18,1;3 * About £44 ,0,.0 nee ee the loss incurred 
last year and somowhat less than the los of other war years, As 
I have stated in previous Annual Reports "aaaae must be expectod 
while the war continues and your Council is of tho opinion that it 
is batter to suffer such loss and retain these rooms than to economise 
boy giving them up. 


Two items of Laboratory Equipment, namely:- Tinslov's Portable 
Wheatstone Bridge and GR 1000 exvele Tuning Fork Oscillator were sold 
during the year for a total of £70,0.0, so the capital value cf 
apparatus is reduced by that amount, and because of support reesived 
from three advertisers, operations by the Magazine committeco on the 
publication of "amateur Radio" resulted in a small profit of £3.9.2d. 
-I regard with satisfaction the fact that we have carried out the 
year's operations without having to sell any of our holdings of 
Commonwoalth Government Inscribed Stock which remains at £550,0.0, 
VEMETRONTP,».Once again figures show an increase, largoly due to the 

efforts of tho Membership Secretaries, Messrs, Je G.° 
Marsland VKSNY and T. D. Hogan VK3HX who have continued the drive 
for-new members throughout the yoar, At the beginning of the yoar 
mombers numbered 208; 70 either joined or rejoined, but 14 failed 
to.renew thoir subseriptions so the total is now 264, a nett incroase 
of 6. Sérvice members. total 155; 7 being either reported as "Miss- 
ine" or "Prisonors of War." P/O J, BE, Snadden VK3VE was ono of thoso, 
reported in a list issued last year. Tho only one of whom we havo 
information is “Snow" Campbell VK3MR who was reported repatriated, 
thouch it is not known whother or not he has left England... (Snow 
was present at the meeting at which this report was presented....ad. 


In extending to all new members a hearty wolcome and an invitation 
Lo participate in all activities of the Institute, I would liko to 
axpress the gratification felt by those of us who have for so long 
carricd on with the support of a comparative few who saw the wisdom 
of keeping the Institute alive in this Division, so that when the 


Air cooled power transformers up 
to 2KVA. 


@ Small size current transformers for 
rectifier instruments. 


@ Audio and carrier frequency trans- 


ee silicon steel or nickel AB Ac TR AN S E ORM E D S 


@ II, 16 and 31 point switches. —a product of TRIMAX TRANSFORMERS 


@ Custom built sheet metal. DIVISION OF CLIFF & BUNTING PTY. LTD. 
29-35 Flemington Road, North Melbourne 


Chas Quin 342 was thon largoly responsible for publicising our 
intention ‘to. soll this cquipment amongst various commercial organs» 
isations.who may havo been intsorosted, and eventually tho Whoatstono 
Bridgo was sold to Mcssrs, Hodson & Gault of Springvalc, 


Tho comploto diary of Mr. Quin's efforts to dispose of the 
cquipmont would make interesting roading, and would bo too long thy 
to include in this roport, but somo idsa of the amount of work ho 
has put into this task is shown by the fact that ho has contacted 
somo 30 firms and has spont much timo during his lunch hour (and 
aftor too) showing it to prospectivo buyers, In short his efforts 
have becn worthy of a greater moasure of success than has beon 
achieved, At prosont an answor is awaited from tho Rola Co, con- 
corning purchase of the Capacity Bridge and Procision Condensor, 


a 


Tho library has also roccived attontion from tho Laboratory 
Comnittce who have submitted to Council two roports concorning 
it and its ro-habilitation, Practicaliy all tooks in the Library 
woro obsolote having been pubiished about 1928; tho last two beeks 
addod not long before the fateful rod telogram day wore nowhore to 
bo found and no cluo could bo found to indicato their present 
whoreabouts. In its roport to Council, tho Committce roecomme nded 
that, in ordor to modernise the library, now toxt books should be 
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purchasod, subscriptions mace to soveral ovorseas poriodicals, and 
that it should bo kept up to datc by tho rogular addition of now 
books as they bocamo availablo, It sugpostod that bry tho salon of 


Admiralty Handbecoks and tho Motor Gonorator Sot suffic? ~* ~~4n" 
cculd bo mado availablo to initiate such 2 plan, Council eo i 
ted these recommondations and with the £10 realisod by tho salo of 
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these handbooks, six modern toxt-books havo beon purchased ea sube 
scriptions made to "Tho Wiroloss Enginoor"” and "Communications." 


These books will bo availablo for loan to mombcrs when cll. 
arre ngomonts for their safoty arc completed, Within tho Last 
wooks a furthor succoss in our offorts to soll unwantod oquipmons 
has boon achioved by tho salco of tho Motor Gonerztor Sot to D. F. 
Skolley for £35, This will onsuro finance for tho completion of 
the initial stages of tho roewhabilitation of tho library. 


Anothor task undortakon by tho Laboratory Committco is thet 
of indexing tochnical articlos in poriodicals in tho library, by 
moans of an index svrstom, This is boing dono by Mr. J. K. Ridgway 
and whon comploto¢e, ni roforenco to all articlos on a givon sub- 
4oet will bo availablo, anc this should provo of immonso valuc in 
mony diroctions, Our afforts to sceure copics of pcoriodicals found 
to bo Sit ns from tho library have boon partially succossful.e. 
VKSKN: VK3CN and VK3BM gonorously gavo many copics, but moro aro 
required to complote tho filos in accordance with the vconmittoe!s 
rocommendations that, if possiblc, all copics of tho following 
poriodicals from 1938 should bo kopt in tho library for future 
roforonco..."QST: Radio: Wireloss World and RSGB Bullctin," 


Tho Laboratory Committoo has many important tasks ahoad of 
it yeetho supply of tochnical articlos for tho magazinc, tho 
arrangemont of a sorics of discussions on modcorn toehnical dovolope 
ments for gonoral mootings; tho planning and building of tho post 
war laboratory aro but a POW. An cnlargod committce is ossential 
if those plans are to bo realisod and any mombors willing and ablo 
to assist will bo wolcomod by tho presont committooc. 


BMGRGENCY COMMUNICATIONS...At this timo last yoar wo woro awaiting 
Pets. eee ee roplics from officials of the Bush Fire 
Brigades Association to our letters rogarding tho ostablishmont of 
an emorgoncy notwork, Wo aro still awaiting them, but without any 
cares as to whothor or not we reccivo thom, In tho moanwhile tho 
Forrosts Commission sought our assistanco to onlargo thoir communi-e 
cations notworks:in sovoral country districts, Unfortunatoly thoro 
are no hams in some districts whoro communications aro dosired, so 
that wo aro unable to assist to the oxtont wo could havo wished, 
Horever, a start was mado oarly this yoar when VLSDY and VLSDZ, 
baso tronsmittor and mobile station rospeetivoly, woro Lliconced 

for operation in tho Heywood district. Hams parbicipating are VK's 
3 TN and STW of Hamilton, Wo aro hopoful that stations in et loast 
one othor district will bo liconcsd shortly. Nothing furthor has 
boon hoard from cithor tho State Eloctricity Commission or VKSID 
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about his suggestion that an emergence network of Hams cnuld assist 
in reducing the time when power wes cut off from country towns due 
to lines being broken by bush fires or other causes, 


The Ski Club of Victoria is establishing an euergency enmuunicat- 
ion network in the Mt, Hotham and Mt. Bogang areas, the chief value 
of which is to ottain assistance or medical advice when a skier may 
be injured and to check vp on the safety of parties venturing out or 
being caught out in doubtful weather, The Civo Apeends vO £ecurs 
eouipment of its own-eat present they are using sets ootained on losn 
from the Forrests Commissicn----and is seeking our eeetetnr ce in over~ 
coming some of the difficulties encountered in their setup; particue 
larly in the design of an effective aerial system. Members of the 

Laborator:7 Committee have conferred with the Secretary of the Si 
Club, Mr, Bennett, but so far discussions have been of a prelisinary 
nature and will be resumed when he returns from his present sojurn 

re the Alps. 00 
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THE TECHNICAL LIBRARY 


The RADIO AMATEURS HANDBOOK...22nd Edn., 1945 (ARRL)...512 Pages, 
plus index and 200 p, eo uesceue section, 
osvik/S 


The new 1945 Handbook is a comprehensive digest of the older, 
familiar phases of radio theory and practice with which has been 
combined material covering the more advanced tochniques of the future, 
While the basic treatment of tho theory section has not been mater» 
lally changed, many of the latest phases of radio such as pulse 
technique, pancramic reception velocity modulation etc. have been 
covered in complsvsly rew additions to the text, thus paving the 
way for the pest war amateur cevelopment with its new techniques 
as well as the3e which have become orthodox practices of amateur 
POCO -Cperse-cLons 


Treatises on amateur radio and radio operating are included in 
the generel informution sestion which also contains an enlarged 
collsetion of formulas, miscellaneous data tables and the classified 
vacuum tuoe tables which have been revised to include data on all the 
released new typos, This ROMP? SAS O8: is most comprehensive, include 
ing as it does magnetrons, klystrons and othnor special tubes in 
acdition to all the pettor known andy aah types, A cross index is 
provided to further assist in the use of the tube data. Some idea 
of the completeness of the tube data may be gained from the fact 
that it occupies 45 pages! 


By no means the least interesting section of the Handbook is the 
usual catalog section at the back, As in previous years no coubdt 
this sec tion will cause much tearing of hair by VK Hams. There is so 
much new material included in the 1945 edition of the Handbook that I 
can recommend it even to those who have the previous edition. 


We are indebted to the publishers the American Radio Relay League 
for the copy roviswed above. .. Alec H, Slyno ~ Review Editor, 


CORRES POMDENCH , 


The Editor - Dear Om, 

Loread with mich interest 3Ml.’s article on Post War Amateur 
Ravic avpearing in the August issue of ".mateur Radio" and I agree 
witn quite 2 deal of what he has to say, but I am afraid that he is 
laboving under a misapprehension regarding tho Federal Constitution, 


At the Fifteen Annual Federal Convention held in Melbourne Curing - 
Easter of 1939 the Constitution was re-drefted and in its now and 
mou; tied form, unanimously agreed to by the delegates present, This 
Constitution lays down the organisation of the Institute stating 
thou it shall consist of Divisions, a Federal Executive ~- and a Fede 
eral Council and certain very definite powers are given the Execute 
ive including a mandate from all Divisions to execute or handle all 
maiters of a Federal nature, The Federai Council to’consist of one 
mumver from each Division together with the Federal President, Fed- 
eral Vice President and Federal Secretary. The Council would be the 
governing bocy and as the name implies, the Executive would carry 
out its decisions, 


4 Convention was hold once a vear and Councillors met and laid 
down the policy of the. Institute for tho ensuing year, This did not 
meen, of course, that if any matter cropped up during tho year that 
itu would be impossible or perhaps difficult for any action to be 
taxsn, That is of course ridiculous, and as the various Divisions 
are aware, they have been consulted by letter from time to time. 


It is fully realised that at the present time the only really 
active Divisions are those in N.S.W. and Victoria, whilst a skeleton 
orgacisition has boen maintained in VK6, In VK4, 5 & 7 the Instite 
ute is dormant, This state of affairs has been brought about by the 
deuands of Mars, but it is quite safe to say that if encouragement 
had bean received from the right quarter theso latter tnvee Divis- 
iers would, like VK6, maintain some form of crgenisation, Nevazthe- 
lez3 tnero are still stalwarts like Arthur Walz VK44W, Joo Kilgaviff 
VKOIT and Peter allan 7PA interested in the affairs of thoir States, 
and Wiil be weil to the fore in any re-organisation schemes. 


SML suggests that in order to impress upon the Chief Radio Ins pec~ 
tor that the Institute is representative of the Australian Amatour, 
that the old organisation be done away with. Does the C.R.I. doubt 
the Institute as being representative? That is the only interpro- 
sation that can be placed on paragraph 6 of his article? Doos he 
seriously suggest that in the light of section (1) Courses of Action 
shat the valued advice of the active Divisions or representatives ~« 
alrcady mentioned - of others not so active should be lightly dis- 
rensed with? T his particularly refers to New South Wales, a Divis- 
ion of which I am proud to be Chairman. A Division which has boen 
responsible for kecping Amateur Radio alive in Australia during tho 
war years by reason of the fact that it was able to obtain permiss- 
jon for a wartime Emergency Communication Network, Although unfor- 
tunately confined to VK2, this Network provided a stimulus to 
Ezxperimcntal Radio throughout the Commonwealth. 


If it is thought necessary to again re-draft tho Fedoral Con- 
stitution, why not wait until such time as a representative number 
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of Australian Amateurs on Serviee have roturned te eivilian life and 
give them an opportunity of forming tho Constitution inbtead 6: 
presenting them with a fait accompli. Of course 3ML sugeests a 

a tentative Constitution be drawn up to operate for two years, Tho 
writer can see no reason for this, 


It is realised that with the cessation of hostilities, Federal 
Headquarters will have to consult with the Department on many occase 
ions and possibly would like to say yes or no without consulting any 
Division or representative thereof, This policy on the face, has 
many advantages, but by the same token is dangerous and has its 
limits, 

Recently, Federal Headquarters circulated a number of proposals 
to tho -¥vartfons..Divisions or representatives thereof, Numbered 
among these proposals was: 8: sugeestion. that. there be three types. of 
Licences, name Ly C.Bi rae The suggestion for qualifications and ° pris 
vileges of the. Class "¢" were as follows » Agé 18 yoars an increasa 
of three years over proswar ‘Standards, Code ‘speed. 14. WePying {Ine aa 
eroase of two words p,m.) 12 months oporation on 6 W, with. a. powor 
input of the ‘whole of. 15 watts t. if this proposal had been. submitted 
to the: Departmant ag. ‘part of the Post War plan, hy ae ‘duite safe to 

say that the Institute would. have had. to. lose. down, .Whon one cong © 
gi hors the .hard.fight that was. necessary to havo the limit raised. £ 
from 25 watts to 50 watts in proswar days, it. is hard t0° follow 
PF HQta’ reagoning , It is almost. iapdant nie: tq believe. that ‘the 
Institute wag making -if- harder: ‘to obtain the. 4.0.0,P. 


As a result of circularising the Divisions and pernadcaeasi uss 
I have been informed by a member of the N.S.W, Council who ‘rocontiy 
visited Melbourne , that the view expressed by’ N.S,W,. - fhat. the 
Class "C" Licence should be similar to the pre-war A.0.C.P. - has 
been ondorsed by the other States, This demonstrates in no uncertain 
manner the value of obtaining the advice of the people concerned, 
namely,*the Australian Amateur represented by his Division of the 
<nstitute or some responsible pre-war official, and definitely proves 
that it would be dangerous to delegate to a small body - however good 
their intentions may bo + the sole right to plan Post War Amateur in 
Australia, 

I agreed with 3ML that if the Pants tate is to progress, it must 
have a permanent staff with at least a full time secretary, who 
would be governed by the Federal Council salsa of a represene 
tative from each Division. 


As far as tho magazine is concerned, it wat See dofinitoly 
Australian in character, ‘and here again, if it is to become a source 
of revenue and not a burden,: as it has been on the Victorian Divise - 
ion, it mist ceaso to be a voluntary effort on the part of-a small 
band.of willing helpers as the magazine Committee have proved themes 
selves tq be over the past years, 


Mr. Editor, I trust that I have not taken up too much of’ your 
valuable space in my endeavors to show that the Federal Constitution 
is workable and the value of obtaining advice on Post War plans, and, 
in conclusion, would like to state that if F.H.Q. consults a State, 
it is up to that body to forward a prompt reply. 


Yours faithfully, 
WAL RYAN - VKeTI. 
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In the past few -weeks Federal Executive have received numerous 
inquiries as to when the ban on Amateur Transmissions will be lifted, 
a thought which must é6xercise every Ham's mind, 


Unfortunately it will. not be Kaxd week or indeed next month 
or the month after, We, Federal Executive can say with considerable 
authority that it will be some time before Australian Amateurs will 
be allowed back on the air. Although the war is finished, service 
eommuniea tions Wake have to be continued for some time, 


Ma. any countries now in the. possession of Pee will have to be 
re-cceuyiad, with: the. result- of a further strain on the already 
crowded Proquoney Aallotments,. which means that the Amateur bands 
will have to remain in use. by the various services. 


However we are assured that as soon as there is a possible. 
ohange for the return of Amateur Frequencies, machinery will be 
set in mation which will. restore Amateur Licences, so until that. 
time, we Federal Executive, ask all Hams to wait patiently. 

Bedees cecntbiy a have spent much’ time in recent weeks in the 
collation of the replies from Divisions, on.the Draft Proposals in 
regard to Post War Licencing, The task has not been exactly an easy 
one, for on some points there was widely diversified opinion. Bets 
ever on the major points almost Mpen moun assent was received, 


=n the course .of the next fow weeks, the ere Draft will 
be forverded -to all- Divistons for furthor discussion and if: neces sary 
amencnent, Federal Executive wish to point out that the revised = | 
Draft consists of. a majority vote by Divisions on the varias pornete 
-f any one Division does not agree with any particular point, that 
Division mist remember that a majority of other Divisions desire 
shat particular point included, However the Draft is not final 


yet, and further suggestions or amendments are in order, 


Federal Executive are delighted to report that South Australia, 
Queonsland and Tasmania are once again active Divisions and we 
recommend that Hams in the services join.or re-join their Divisions, 
By doing this they. will help their Division get under weigh again, 
as well as strengthening the hand of Federal Executive, who may 
then say that they represent an Australian wide organisation. In 
next months Amateur Radio we will list the addvesses ef the Secretary 
of these Divis LOBE s 

suse fe, @1 Bla pee. 


SLOUCH HATS AN PORAGH - CaPs 


Leet ee ee eS re rt 


ig¢ Paase Hdition Hil 


And so it locks es if very soon vour column can, like tho War, 
coasa to be, for g90n you wWili ail to free of wearing the -abovee 
mentioned caps, strives, goid braid and what-have =vou » ane be once 
more moroly VKO%Z cailing U2 DX,..did I hear an ceko '20 metro 
phosio™. Hii However, rf ed le Be wih pa 5 9 a over, over there, and you all got 
hemo YOUR column has to function, and with plenty oF time on your 
haacs and no more consorship, I expect to expanc to four pages till 

-Wwo go out of production, 


4¢ tho momont, Uhiof Petty Officer O'Dwyor sooms to be the 
farthcst away, This S0F seems to be able to judge things in an 
unsaniy way.,.jvst manages to arrivo in Engiand to join in the VJ 
Peaca Colebrations,..-rot to mention the eloctions, AMD, liko a a 
move of you, Writos me two whole pages with nary a mors 41 of no 
for our column in oitner of them, Ho ie vot another VK to bo as 
and givon © vory friendly Woleome: ov ¢ CLe rrr G6CL of tho REGR,. Like 
aii Vi er eee Clarry hes one "noan" throughout this War, and it 
was and is,../45 fen'bt more visiting Hems got in touch with the Ham 
Society: of tho country thoy are visiting.” The answor is a Groat 
BIG Q uos bi. Lon Ma, rk, 


Les Coupland 2BCC Sgt. in tho RAF (stationed at Camden) was a bit 
of an oxcoption as he got in touch with eTI an€.was at our WIA Dive 
isional meeting, Les was one of tho "Early Birds" who wont to France 
-in '39, As he sports a. Pac ifis Star he must have becn out horo for 
longor than represented by his.arrival in VEke,. Ho was in solgium 
bofows tho Germans barnod it in ané the ONts hold a Ham fest in 
GKenc on 7/10/14, He romombors tho foilewing as being present:- 
ON4KB, 4KX, 4HA, 4FEM, 4CK, 4Pi, During the oeeupation these Hems 
hee pulst a Xmittor for underground vse. EVERTYHING but the tubss 
thomeclvos had boon "Hammadso."” «as soon as the 4ilios came in this 
Xmittor has prescnted.to the Alliod Government. 


lind a "Post War” lctter from Wing Commendor Meyers VE2VN, 
Morrio saw tho war out from tho front lino so to spoak, quito by 
accident, as ho should have been down here on leavo, but his rolief 
tools sick and staved in VIB,.-and now it “kind of doesn't mattor", 
Whon he wrote 2VN was in Labuan aftor five weeks at b alikpapan,. 
"as usual" Morrie said, "arrived thorc the day the landing was mado 
and went throvgh tho usual hardships of instaiiation ete." On his 
staff are Sci Wostoa, Roger Choato 6RK, and John Aljan otL, so, as 
ho says, all sparo time goes into discussions or "T ghisk 2 et 
build," ote, otc, Morrie himsclf has gone into serious study of all 
YST's ho can get hold of since tho War endod,..,and I guess he looked 
around and abevt. Hilf Rocont arrivals up thore aro MacNaughton 22H, 
vory proud of some very now and very lato oquipment, tho first of 
its Icind, while on Poace Dey along pops. Johnny trail, eka, and so 
thoy had a eclobration, as Morrie savs "of a kind. And if ho ros 
mains there any furthor timc, Morrio is going to have Hamfost..,and 


eee 


quite right too, Hi! Thanks Morrio, would they all wrote os ofton 
as you). Clarry Castles 5KL, Sargcant to you, and now QRA RDIAU, 
87 Exhibition St,, Molbourns, writes to bo remonbored to all tho 
VK2 Gang. Clerry is anothor who always supportsd tho column from 
way out in the Nover Nover, and its good to know ho is back in 
(eivilisation” Hi! He says tho VK5!s had a mosting of ovor 40 Hams 
roccntly, and with VKS with over 60 and VK2 over 50,.,it looks as 


Pa 


though the bors are just becoming a bit Ham Band Conscious, Hil 


From Ex F1i/Lt Evans ono 3VQ como a long lottor of somo of 
travels, which aro bottcr told in his own way, "Gnmo out of tho 
Ruf last Fobruary, after 54 rears servico, Whilst in Now Guinoa 
I saw most of tho spots up thoro starting with Xiriwina, Gooronough, 
Milno Bar, Moresby, Nadzab and Biek, Saw a lot of Gavin Douglas SYK 
in §43 and onarly ‘44 while at Goodenough and Morosby,. anc lastly 
about a month ago hac Junch with him bofore his doparture for 
Morotai. (Incidcontallr I noticed in tho paper whore aG.C, Douglas 
welcomed tho Cook while ho was touring up Novth...wes it S7K??? 270) 
Mol McCartnoy 3KV is in England with H.uF Photography Soction and 
docs not anticipate boing home beforo Xmas, Ha has boon all ovor 
England and Scotland on visits to RasF units thore during his stay, 
but rockons the climato is too cold for him, 

Saw Oscar Blythe 3SXW quite a few-times at Moresby and Finschaff- 
en late in '44, Morrie Meyers at Nadzab and Noemfoor, and arthur 
Walz (44V)Jack Bell, anc Jack vans (20%) when they were doing ine 
-stallation work from Milne Bay ar’ Nadzab." 

apart from his own travels 3V-has this other news, “I believe 
nows has been coming fairly regularly from urthur Tinkler 32V and 
Rov Prowse 3XS POW's at Singapore, The last message was from the 
Singapore Radio early this year, so we can hope to see them both 
very soon now, 3V2ts younger brother is now second Radio Officer 
on MV Troja the first officer of which is LA7H." Thanks 3V...,.and 
once again it shows what news there is waiting for this column, 


Set VKPaGa just arrived cown South from New Guinea and Nth %. 
has promised me his story and travels for our next issue as has 
also Jeff Prior 2 AMP just back from Boganville, While over there 
he worked with a sigs group comprising 4Ls Ws and Vi's, So-sI am at 
least assured of a few notes, thank goodness, 


F/O Cec Light is now back in Sydney after his trip over to 
Europe. Cec seems to have been round quite a bit. He flew several 
trpes of bombers including Stirlings, Halifexes, and Lancasters, On 
D Dav he dropped Paratroops over Caen and generally helped things by 
towing gliders and dropping bombs where needed, anyway, that's how 
he dismissed a couple of years excitement, so I guess I will have 
to invite him out to tea, Hi 


And that concludes "Peace Edition No, 1"...no 2 follows next 
month provided letters arrive at 78 Maloney Street, Fastlakes, NSW 
and the ‘phones at MU1LO92 and MU1S79 keep ringing. 


P.S, I have a packet for Jim Stevens when T get his QRA...2Y0, 


NEW SOUTH WALES DIVISION - 


a ee etree 


The. Victory: Generel Mes chug of the Mew South Wales Division of 
the instisute was held at Scienes Souse on Thurscay 23rd August, 
and, as coula be expected, the Meeting was the largest since prewar 
cays. 


The Cheirman in pee eee thé Meeting open, state that this 
mesting was unique insofar es it was being held on a nieht othor 
than the “Third Thursday, " but he felt that Members would forgive 


Councli. for this lanse as the reasons were aquite good! It was fite 
ting that at this meeting we should have a representative of the 
"Fow that we ove so much to" namal-r § Sergeant Les Couplant Aa-2BCC 

of tho RaF, Firing Officer "Lene" Light VK22M was also welcomed back 
home after threc --ears service with the R.a.a.F. 


among the large pathsring was noticed VK2abV, Ral? y LIB 5 ens ois 
PADK, aN, eNO, 2ALU, 2aG0, PadW, 2HP, 22M, Ble, eNP, 2JN, OSE, CARR, 
Cala,  QalG , 2L0, ell, 2ad, ” 20M, auslIG , lessrs . Eyres Sorlan » Hopkins, 
Murohy, Gard, Knock Jnr, and Ryan Jnr, 


Mambers generally expressed kean disappointment that the draft 
provesvs.s had not been received from Federal He eacdquarters, but it 
was pointed out that several telegrams had beon forwarded to 7.H.&. 
on this matter, but unfortunately the Federul Secretary wes absent 
in «he sountry, « brief note from a member of the Exocutive stated 
thay the Chief RaAiio Inspector, in reply to a request for a state ~ 
rent as to the position of the Experimenter had stated that there 
WO29 10 eae prog pee ss of getting back on the air,as cve to the 

1 wmibe r of Islands: that had to be garrisoned, frequencies would 
a. Seomiien, The news that FVE.2. intended socking the release 
caled containers was rocciver with delight. 


In view of the cessation of hositilities ane the increasing 
attendances at General Moetings it is proposed to make efforts to 
obtain the Main Hall at Sciences House for 1946, This mar prove 
difficult as this Hall is much = scene af tor, but no offort will 


be spurcd, and at this juncture it can be stated that if this Hall 
is available, meetings will NOT be hele on the third Thursday. Meme 
bers Vill be kept informed regarding negotiations, but please keep 
this tn mind. You will reccivse ample notice of any chengo in Mcete 
ing night. : 

at the conclusion of General¥Business a very intoros ting talk and 
demonstration was given by Mr, Poster Stubbs of the Australian 


anateur Cine Society. Mr. Stubbs briefly outlined the progress made 
with tochnicolor amateur cinematography. Mombers were astounded with 
the films shown - all cof which had won prizes, and it was hard to bee 


lieve. that they wers the work of amateurs and the enthusiastic manner 
in which each film was reccived woul€ leave no covbdts in the minds of 
the lecturer of the popularity of his demonstration, Wo would like 
to have you again sometime, Foster, Many thanks. 


The next Meoting of the Division will be hele at Seioree House 
on Thursday 20th September, and it is hoped that by then Draft 
Proposals will be on hand from F.H.%, 
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VICTORIAN DIVISION 


The Annual General Meeting of the Division was held on Tuesdays 
August tm, and, cnos egain, the ascommodation of the rooms was sever~ 
ely taxed, some 65 mutters an? visitors being present. Interstate 

3 Weve 400, 555, ° 64" and VLM, anc we were esperially pleased 
raisone pock to our ranks "Snow" Campbell Suk, reecntly repatriated 
from /”.0.W,. camps in Europo, ‘Others present were 3XC, I, QS, NY, MZ, 
PU, Uk, YR, dL, Lk, UR, 165. 0C, EC, UR.- EN; BQ, Mh, xb, VG, FR, Ds, 
te; oO, UC" QZ JE, S82, BY, ems RJ, LF, YL, Ad, 7%, ae WY, LN, WQ 5 
RK, X2., uX, Mossrs.. Viney, Ridaway, Couch, Roberts, Selcher, Lonsdale, 
Mansereh, BOUBD Wieisen, Fevrier, Kerley, Burdeki in, 

tem of business was che President's report on the year's 
activities, a and in the unavoicable absence of the retiring President, 
Mr, HH. Stevens 3J0,° the peport was read by Vics Peontisnt Mrs. 7. D, 
Hogen SHX. The rape rt 1s priated-in full elsewhere in the magazine, 
The felance’ sheet was then pre santed tyr the Treasur: Mee v-G, Harse 
lend ONY, after rhich the meeting proceeded te -Gion or off} 
ieers for the presents year, Messrs. Kirnear 3KN and Conningham 3ML 
were nowinated for Presi, gent, and in the ensuing balict, Mr, Kinnear 
was ei.gared, Ths follewing Vice-Presidents were then appointed « 
Mos sic R. H. Gunninzoan oes Re Dowling 6XD, M. Howden 3BQ and 
@, V',.Haven 3HXy Messrs, andy, Cohen and Hiscock were re-appointed 
Auditors; 

Caiy eight nominations were received for Council, those nominated 
being ast ate gaa vy siécted, the new Council being Messrs, K,E,Jones 
SKI, Re Dowling 3xXD, I. Movgan 30H, H, N. Stevens 3J0, R, McGregor 


pie 


Gnlphid 
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3'¢ ‘% 2 + Pree ay 3 rT Pag 
wal, Ky ae Away , oe Burdekin ané 4,.D, Hanson, 
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Song x meinda rs Wvvstionod the vaiue of technical equipment as shown 


br ihe Te auec Shoot, and a notion was passed that a re-valuation of 


Cd 
becaiy.2ai “eaul pment ce carried cut by the Laboratory Coinmittes, The 
possibi tity cf ho.ding @ Fedsrai Convention in Msibcurae at an early 


Cats wes aiscussed, some mainbers soing of the opinion that it would 
6 possiols to votain a delegate for cach Division from Service per 
sonrsl and civilians as ae rae ted in tonic State, and a motion 


,Was bazsed that F.A.8, he regueasted to communicate with the other 


Divisions with a view to kee such a Convention, Another motion 
emboGisc a request to F.H.Q. to sb shen ae the PMG's Department with a 
View t) peenpe ing che 5 metres hand. engthy @iscuss lon took place 
on a ietter from F.H.Q. regarding the a Hse of tertain powers to 
the FPoderal Executive, and ‘whilst many gvere of the opinion that the 
Executive already poss Sse ae Uae under the 19359 Constite 
ution. a motion was passed to the effeat that F-H,Q. be g.en power 

tO earry ovt any negotiations with tne P.M.Gts De perv tian » 


At the first meeting of the new Counsil on Sug. 14cn, Mr, H,Kinnear 
SKN was alected Ghaicnan of Council & Meesrs R.Anderson 3WY & J.<G. Mare 
Bland SNY were ve-anncinted Sec, & Troas, respectively. Messrs, Stove 


ens 330 & K, B3.doway were appointed to the Labor, Committee uw th nower 
to co-opt. Condiderstls Gisevasion tock place on the subject of Fed, 
Hxecutive's nuweres & tre Ses. was in beuctad to pass on bho pecommene 
dation from tho Generar Mesting, & montob Was aise passed that FRY 
approach the P.w.G's Dept., witn &@ view optaining the release of 
gear in the custody of the’ Department, 


